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4638 3310 | 1300 146 346 | www.infinitysolar.com.au
After hours: John 0409 881 841, Paul 0409 145 175 or Debbie 0408 291 378
Herries Street, Toowoomba, Qld 4350

STOP STRESSING ABOUT ELECTRICITY

WITH SOLAR
START SAVING

• Specialising in grid connect & off-grid systems • Installed by fully accredited CEC electricians

• Residential, rural, commercial & industrial • Servicing Toowoomba, Warwick, Stanthorpe, Texas and surrounding districts

Electricity prices are about to rise yet again. Why pay more when you can slash your energy bills and

start saving with solar? At Infinity Solar we use only the best quality equipment and, because we’re

locals serving locals, we’re dedicated to providing great customer service. Maybe that’s why we have

a 99.3% customer satisfaction rating. Infinity Solar - we make solar simple.

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE UP TO $500 OFF YOUR SOLAR POWER SYSTEM
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ing around $30 per head, which is a
marked improvement on $7.”
In 2003MrWaters shifted his oper-

ation from Tenterfield to Artunga, a
7030-acre property near Oman-ama,
80km west of Warwick and 30km
east of Inglewood.
“We made the decision to com-
pletely convert tomeat sheep in 2006
and initially bought in 20 stud ewes,”
he said.
Today his Darling Downs White

Dorper Stud is managed by Andrew
Clark-Dickson and runs 500 stud
ewes and 2500 commercial ewes.
The business is operated along the

same lines as prime cattle produc-
tionwith careful attention to genetic
selection and traits like length,
height and muscle.
“As part of our commercial oper-
ation we sell about 1000 wethers a
year through Warwick or to Ingle-
wood Meats,” Mr Clark-Dickson
said.

“These wethers are seven or eight
months of age, weigh 45kg live-
weight, and bone out at 22 to 23kg to
return a minimum carcase average
of 500c/kg.”
He said 70% of the commercial
ewes were retained as replacement
stock.
The stud and flock rams are sold

each year through paddock sales for
figures in the price range of $1000
and $800 respectively to buyers from
throughout Queensland.
“We are still in the stagewherewe
need a clean-up shearing from time
to time,” Mr Clark-Dickson said.
“But as our line evolves there will
be no need for shearing, mulesing,
fly strike treatment or crutching and
the associated infrastructure.”
He said the Dorper’s ability to per-
form well under extreme environ-
mental conditions and fatten on pas-
ture also added to the breed’s appeal
and suitability for Australian condi-

tions.
“You do need good fencing, be-
cause these animals will go anywh-
ere for a feed,” he said.
And while the industry continues
to battle the wild dog problem on a
broad front, Mr Clark-Dickson said
to date the Artunga operation had
not had an issue.
“We do front the Cunningham
Hwy and I think that could be a de-
terrent as it is a very busy, major
road,” he said.
“So to date we have been very for-
tunate.”
In the immediate to long term the
Darling Downs Dorper Stud seems
destined to continue to grow its rep-
utation as a seed stock producer for
the growing sheep meat industry.
Amid predictions from MLA chief
economist TimMcRae,who has fore-
cast continued growth in the sector
after this year’s record national pric-
es for prime lamb,MrMcRae expects
the national sheep flock to climb
from its current 73million head to 75
million by 2015, with a significant
portion of the growth in the sheep
meat sector.
At a local level Mr Waters is opti-
misticmuch of that growthwill come
from the Dorper and White Dorper
breeds.
“I think theWhiteDorperwill con-
tinue to grow in popularity, because
it enables prime lamb production
with low input, particularly in coun-
try better suited to sheep than cat-
tle.”

does the sums on Dorpers

HIGH FERTILITY RATES: White Dorper ewes and lambs from the Darling
Downs Dorper Stud, Artunga, Omanama, Inglewood.

WELL CHOSEN: Darling Downs Dorper stud manager Andrew Clark-Dickson
with some of his flock.

‘ We have significantly less costs
and our turnover is fairly quick
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